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The Newsletter of Cleveland’s Jewish Reconstructionist Community

She may be the most 
famous female figure in 
the world, but her story 
is only partially told. She 
is the subject of innumer-
able portraits, but no one 
knows what she might 
have looked like. Her 
legacy impacts generation 
after generation, but what 
does her story really mean?
Eve, mother of all humankind has presented chal-
lenges to scholars for centuries. Now her story will 
be reexamined and reflected upon by Tamar Ka-

mionkowski, Ph.D. 
vice president for 
academic affairs and 
academic dean of the 
Reconstructionist 
Rabbinical College. 
This special Kol Ha-

Lev adult study session will be held on October 28, 
2012, at 3:00 p.m., at Siegal College in Beachwood. 
The session, “Eve: An Unauthorized Biography” is 
free and open to the public.
“For generations interpreters have told us the story 
of Eve,” Dr. Kamionkowski said. “In this session 
we will return to where it all began--the biblical text 

continued on page 4

OCTOBER 2012

Please join us as our son 

CALEB HALLEL SEGAR
is called to the Torah

 as a bar mitzvah

 Saturday, October 20 
at 10:00am.  

Join us for a kiddush 
luncheon following the service.  

RSVP by Oct. 5 to 
andygetz@bepure.com

Rabbi Steve Segar & Andy Getz

Tamar Kamionkowski

itself. And we will review how religious scholars 
changed Eve and her legacy.”

Dr. Kamionkowski assumed her position at RRC 
in 2004. Under her leadership the RRC faculty is 
launching a dramatic curricular review exploring what 
kind of Jewish spiritual leadership can best serve 

EVE: AN UNAUTHORIZED BIOGRAPHY

UPCOMING DATES:
Sukkot party, 9/30
GCC Shabbat, 10/6
Segar Bar Mitzvah, 10/20
Adult B’nai Mitzvah, 10/27 
People vs Eve: A Trial  11/17
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Rabbi Steve is available to meet with Kol HaLev members on a range of issues by appointment on 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings.Contact him by phone at the office (216-320-
1498) or at rabbisteve@kolhalev.net to schedule a meeting time.

AFTER ROSH HASHANAH, INCREASING CIVILITY
I received a number of inquiries after my sermon on Rosh Hashanah from listeners who wondered 
how to get involved in trying to repair on the regrettable lack of civility in our contemporary political 
discourse.  So, in response, I am sharing below the names of several web-based organizations that 
are focused on exactly this issue.  May they grow in strength and influence with our help.
 
Civilpolitics.org
We are disturbed by the increase in recent decades in demonization that characterizes American 
political debate, particularly among politicians and in the media. We are motivated by recent re-
search in moral and political psychology showing what happens when disagreements activate the 
psychology of good-versus-evil. Compromise becomes far more difficult; reasoning becomes far 
less responsive to facts; and combatants begin to believe that the ends justify the means. When that 
happens, partisans are more willing to break laws, play dirty tricks, lie, and ruin the personal lives of 
their opponents -- all in the service of what they think is a good cause. Good people are discouraged 
from entering politics. Good public servants are driven out of public service.

Civility as we pursue it is the ability to disagree with others while respecting their sincerity and 
decency. We believe this ability is best fostered by indirect methods (changing contexts, payoffs, and 
institutions), rather than by direct methods (such as pleading with people to be more civil, or asking 
people to sign civility pledges). 
 
Public Conversations Project (publicconversations.org)
The Public Conversations Project brings disputants together for the kind of dialogue that shifts 
relationships from ones of mistrust, defense, withdrawal, or attack to those of curiosity, connection, 
and compassionate understanding of differences. PCP does not seek to shift people’s core beliefs and 
commitments around the issues that have divided them.
Many of PCP’s approaches have roots in family systems therapy methods and goals. Family therapist 
skills help relatives to stop seeing each other as bitter adversaries, even if they do continue to dis-
agree on important matters.
 
The Institute for Civility in Government (instituteforcivility.org)
We are a grassroots, non-partisan, non-profit organization that is building civility in a society that all 
too often seems tilted toward uncivil speech and actions. The Institute does not endorse any political 
candidate, nor do we take a position on any issue. We are about process, not positions. Not a think 
tank, and not a watch dog organization, we serve as a catalyst for change. Together we can make a 
difference!

The Institute facilitates dialogue through Congressional Student Forums. We teach respect by engag-
ing groups (young and old) in trips to our nation’s capital, Washington, DC., where people are able 
to engage the political process through personal participation. We build civility through our member-
ship, speaking engagements and civility workshops.

rabbInIc corner rabbI sTeve segar
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the Jewish people in the context of a quickly 
changing world.  Dr. Kamionkowski has writ-
ten numerous articles on biblical literature, 
feminist readings of biblical texts, and the inter-
section between scholarship and social justice. 
 “We are delighted to have Dr. Kamionkowski 
share her insight into this complicated, enig-
matic biblical character,” said Rabbi Steve 
Segar. “Her presentation is sure to enhance our 
understanding of the ramifications of Eve’s 
story and to contribute to our enjoyment of the 
trial.”

EVE: UNAUTHORIZED BIOGRAPHY
continued from page 1

 

THE PEOPLE VS. EVE: A TRIAL

The Oct. 28 Adult Education session with Dr. 
Kamionkowski is a prelude to The People vs. Eve: 

A Trial. In a dramatic 
live courtroom battle, 
the legendary figure 
of Eve will be tried on 
charges of theft and 
sedition in front of the 
Honorable Maureen 
O’Connor, Chief Justice 
of the Ohio Supreme 
Court. Eve will be 
defended by civil rights 
attorney and CNN legal 

correspondent Avery Friedman. The prosecuting 
attorney is Geoffrey S .Means, president of Northern 
Kentucky University, former Provost, Cleveland 
State University and Dean, Cleveland-Marshall 
College of Law.

The audience will serve as jury in the trial. As jury 
ballots are counted a distinguished panel will wrestle 
with the challenging cultural and ethical issue 
enmeshed in Eve’s actions and legacy. 

The trial will be held in the Moot Court Room at 
Cleveland Marshall College of Law at 7:30 p.m. 
November 17, 2012. Two hours of CLE credit are 
approved for attorneys attending the trial. Tickets for 
the trial are now on sale at www.kolhalev.net/trial.

The People vs. Eve is presented by Kol HaLev. 
Sponsors include The Leon and Gloria Plevin Fund, 
Cleveland-Marshall College of Law, Reminger 
Attorneys at Law, Plevin & Gallucci, Case Western 
Reserve University Laura & Alvin Siegal Lifelong 
Learning Program, WVIZ/WCPN ideastream, 
Cleveland Jewish News, and J.A.C. Business 
Communications Incorporated. 

To purchase tickets, use the order form on page 6 or 
visit http://www.kolhalev.net/trial.

The Shame of Adam & Eve,
Duomo di Monreale, Sicily, Italy

by Anonymous
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Shana Tova!  Happy and healthy new year to you!  What an amazing year we have in front of us!  I am 
so excited that Hagiga will begin on Saturday, October 6 at 10:30 am.  This year our theme,  “Kaleido-
scopes of Yisrael,” is an investigation into different elements of Yisrael.  This theme will allow us to look 
at the great diversity within the local, national and international Jewish communities, as well as reinforce 
the Reconstructionist educational value of Tzionuit, Jewish Peoplehood.  

While we cannot have an exhaustive exploration during our limited time together, we will take steps to 
start our journey.  The year will be divided into 4 units: B’nai Yisrael (the children of Israel), in which 
we will look at our ancestors in the Torah;  Ahavat Yisrael (love of Israel), in which we will learn about 
and do acts of loving kindness for the community; Klal Yisrael (the people of Israel), in which we will 
look at several different Jewish communities around the world; and Kehilat Yisrael (the community of 
Israel), in which we will look at the diversity of the Cleveland Jewish community.  Each of these units 
will have special projects which are possible due to the generosity of members of community as well as 
financial funds from the Jewish Community Federation.

During our first unit, B’nai Yisrael, we will have a special guest visit us from the Torah!  Well, we will 
have a special guest, historical impressionist Peter Small, who will be coming to Hagiga as an individual 
from the Torah.  We will be learning about friends from the Torah before his visit and then compar-
ing what he has to say with what we have learned.  He will be joining us on November 17 and the day 
should be very interesting!

Another special project this year will be the sharing of cultural heritages by members of the Kol Ha-
Lev community.  Julio Pelsmajer will be teaching the Bonim (3-5) all about the Gauchos, the Jewish 
cowboys of Argentina.  As this is a diminishing group, it is all the more important that we learn about 
them.  Eric Kisch will be teaching the Magshimim (6-8) about the Jewish community of Shanghai.  This 
community played such an important role during the Second World War and Holocaust.  It is wonderful 
to have members be able to share about their personal experiences and bring cultural understandings and 
history to life for our youth.

While we will be celebrating the diverse spectrum of Jewish life in present Cleveland, we will also be 
investigating its past.  Mark Davidson will be leading us through a tour of historical Jewish Cleveland as 
we ride Lolly the Trolley.  We will be looking at the events that shaped the community we have today, as 
well as look at the multiple paths that the community took during its journey.  Our hope is that through 
looking at all tthese elements of life, we will gain a new perspective of our history and present path, as 
well as the future of our Jewish journey.  

There is so much going on this year that we have had to add pages to the handbook.  Families with chil-
dren in grades K-8 should have received the Youth and Family Education Handbook which was mailed 
to homes.  If you would like a handbook they can be found on the information table at services or just let 
us know and we will be glad to get one to you right away.  Looking forward to a great year with you!  

Kol Tuv,
Robyn 

HAGIGA HAPPENINGS
robyn novIck
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We wanted the Kol HaLev membership to be aware of two upcoming opportunities next weekend for 
all of our members to participate in Greater Cleveland Congregation (GCC) related activities.
 
The first is that all members are invited to attend the 
GCC Shabbat to be held on October 6!  Following ser-
vices, there will be a Lunch and Learn program in which 
Karly Whitaker and Richard Weinberger will speak of their 
experiences in GCC through the last year.  We will also provide an update on current programs and 
initiatives. 
 
The GCC focus will then continue that weekend with a program on Sunday morning October 7 at 
Olivet Institutional Baptist Church, the church where Reverend Leah Lewis is the associate pas-
tor.  We will have the privilege of worshipping with the Olivet congregation, and will also be part of 
a discussion forum following services. We are hoping to get at least 15-20 Kol HaLev members to 
attend this event.  If you are interested in attending and/or would like more information, please send 
an email to Donna Weinberger at drw508@gmail.com. We’re planning a car pool and caravan down to 
Olivet from a yet-to-be-chosen central location.  More details will follow.

The Health Care Team has begun an exciting initiative.  GCC has taken the lead in forming a coali-
tion of health care providers, foundations and groups to urge the administration and legislature in the 
state of Ohio to adopt the optional Medicaid expansion.  Please contact Donna Weinberger with ques-
tions or ideas.

Voter registration will continue in October.  Please contact Karly Whitaker (karlywhitaker@yahoo.
com) if you are interested joining the voter registration drive.

In a general assembly, the GCC voted to support the Cleveland School Levy.  We are now in a major 
campaign to urge residents to vote yes on the levy.  If you are interested in being involved in this cru-
cial campaign, contact Lynn Liebling (LLiebling@sbcglobal.net).

For more information about Greater Cleveland Congregations, please contact: KHL GCC chair Al-
len Binstock, Rabbi Steve, Rabbi Shawn, education chairs Karly Whitaker and Lynn Liebling, health-
care chairs Donna and Dick Weinberger and jobs chairs Allen Binstock and Greg Millas. Check for 
GCC updates at http://www.greaterclevelandcongregations.org/.

greaTer cleveland congregaTIons

KOL HALEV PHOTO GALLERY: APPLE PICKING (GRAPES, TOO)
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Kol HaLev gratefully acknowledges contributions from:

• Mike and Kareen Caputo
• Abe and Muriel Chasin in memory of Abe Ritz, Sadie Ritz, Jean Roth, Eleanore Reiser, Israel 

Chasin, Lena Chasin, Gossie Friedman
• Maxine Collin in memory of Paul Brick, Shirley Brick, Menya Brick, Isadore Brick, Esther 

Molly Hurwitz, Mendel Hurwitz, the members of the Brick and Hurwitz clans who have gone to 
the other world

• Nancy Dudwick 
• Barry and Barbara Epstein in memory of Gwen Katz, Edward Katz, Dorothy Epstein, and 

Maurice Epstein
• Dick and Deena Epstein in memory of Joseph and Janet Mirow and Paul and Rosalyn Epstein
• Nina Glueckselig in memory of Ita and Leo Glueckselig
• Gil and Marcia Goldberg in memory of Rose and Max Goldberg and Peter Wachtler
• Jonathan and Amy Herzenstein in memory of Judy Herzenstein
• Elaine Holzman in memory of Bob Holzman
• Robin Holzman in memory of Bob Holzman
• Steven Kanner and Karly Whitaker in memory of Lorene J. Kanner
• Carol Karabin in memory of Ben & Miriam Frankel, John Karabin, Julius and Katie 

Ausdeutscher, Gus and Rose Frankel
• Dan Klein and Nancy Rubel in memory of Herbert J. and Ruth B. Rubel
• Ray Lesser and Sue Wolpert 
• Ben Lewis and Bellamy Printz in memory of Bertha Quarte and Marjorie Quarte Printz
• Richard Litwin and Kirby Date in memory of Evelyn Rosen, Harry Litwin, John Date and 

Arthur Cowles
• Franklin and Maggie Malemud in honor of the Mighty Mighty Weinstocks
• Ruth Ness in memory of Arthur J. Ness
• Julio and Aurelia Pelsmajer in memory of Victoria and Juan Rodrigues, Dora and Boris 

Pelsmajer and Jesus Rodrigues
• Dave Roberts and Lila Hanft in thanks to Rabbi Steve
• Pete Robertson and Heidi Gorovitz Robertson 
• Steve Segar and Andy Getz and Family in honor of all the B’nai Mitzvah of cohort 5772 
• Greg and Lois Selker in honor of the KHL community
• Renee Siegel in memory of Martin Siegel
• Mario and Roberto Tonti in memory of Charlotte Dangler, Albert Dangler and Diana Tonti
• Irwin Weinberger and Meg Manny in memory of Irene Weinberger
• Jeff and Claudia Weissman in memory of Marc Vendeland

FLOWERS 
• Joyce Goldstein in memory of Al Goldstein
• Ben Lewis and Bellamy Printz in memory of Evelyn Blumberg 
• Kevin Rahilly and Margaret Cohen 
• Karal Stern in memory of Helen Stern, Bernard Stern and James Stern
• Irwin Weinberger and Meg Manny in memory of Irene Weinberger 

OTHER 
• Mike Armin to Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund in memory of Ruth Armin
• Anita Cohn to the Education Fund in honor of the board and congregation 
• Greg and Lois Selker to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund in honor of Rabbi Steve

 HIGH HOLY DAYS CONTRIBUTIONS
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PLEASE JOIN US

OctOber 27, 2012 
11 chesvan 5773

at 10 a.m. 
as we are 

CALLED TO THE TORAH AS
  

 B’NAI MITZVAH 

DaviD cOnn

nancy DuDwick

Jennifer finkel

lila hanft

amy hOgg

leah kamiOnkOwski

ginny naDler

susan Pelleg

glOria Plevin

mimi Plevin-fOust

karly whitaker

FESTIVE KIDDUSH TO FOLLOW

RSVP BY OCTOBER 16

RSVP online at http://tinyw.in/D7Om
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The board met on Mon., Oct.10 at the home of Margaret Cohen. Pete Robertson, treasurer, reported 
that two-thirds of the membership have responded with their dues commitments, totaling about 80% of 
the projected income from dues. Members who have not yet communicated with Pete about their dues 
commitment are urged to do so as soon as possible. Next month, Pete will present a revised budget to 
the board that adjusts for expected changes in expenses. 

Robyn Novick gave an update on the new Hebrew language program. We have made an offer to one 
candidate to teach Aleph and Bet level Hebrew and also work on curriculum development. Robyn and 
Rabbi Steve have been looking for space to hold the classes. Robyn hopes that the program will start 
after the holidays but much is contingent on finding a location. Sometime in the future we will have 
parlor meetings for parents to discuss the foundations course. 

Greg Selker gave a report on the mock trial. Tickets are available now at www.kolhalev.net/trial.  We 
have raised more money this year than last through sponsorships. Looking ahead, the committee has 
lined up volunteers to head various jobs for next year’s event.  Volunteers are needed to help the night 
of this year’s event.  Greg outlined the advertising strategies.  Members are encouraged to purchase 
their tickets early. 

Leah Kamionkowski reported on the membership committee’s activities. Jean Miller and Maureen 
Dinner will be chairing the membership committee and have plans to invigorate membership activities. 
We will have Shabbat dinners sponsored/co-sponsored by board members. After a discussion about 
space needs in the office, for teaching the Aleph and Bet Hebrew classes, and at Ratner, Barb suggest-
ed that we reconstitute the space committee. A motion was proposed and the board voted unanimously 
in favor.

The next board meeting will be Monday, October 15 at the home of Greg Selker. All KHL members 
are welcome to attend.

 board reporT molly berger, secreTary

on behalf of The hesed commITTee

We wish to apologize to all who may have been offended or made uncomfortable by any 
resemblance between the yellow paper “Hesed volunteer cards” distributed at our Erev Rosh 
Hashanah service and the yellow cloth stars Jews were forced to wear on our outer gar-
ments in Nazi Germany and other areas sympathetic to the cause.

Although unintentional, our choice of design and color created an unfortunate resemblance 
that triggered a negative response on the part of many members present. We will make ev-
ery effort to ensure this sort of situation does not occur again in the future. If you would like 
to have a private discussion on this topic, please feel free to contact Hesed Chair Jane Arnoff 
Logsdon at 216-375-0093 or janealogsdon@gmail.com.
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from our presIdenT BARB TRUITT

The excitement is building. The People vs Eve, the trial that we have been looking 
forward to, takes place on Saturday, November 17. This is a major fundraising event 
for Kol HaLev. The committee, headed by Judy Harris, has been acquiring corporate 
and media sponsors. The event will provide continuing legal education through the 
Cleveland-Marshall College of Law for a modest fee. This event will also give Kol 
HaLev community-wide exposure through WCPN and the Cleveland Jewish News.
The trial is also highlights our creative way of exploring ideas and gets more notice 
in the community. Those who were at last year’s trial left excited by the evening’s 
entertaining presentation and challenged by the ideas presented and discussed. The 

principals involved last year insisted upon being involved again this year.

Tamar Kamionkowski, Vice President for Academic Affairs at the Reconstructionist Rabbinical 
College, will start off the exploration of Eve with her presentation on Sunday, October 29.

What does this mean for Kol HaLev? This fundraiser has the potential to bring in a third of the 
income that we need for fundraising. Our dues account for two-thirds of our income, so this income is 
important to our community. If you know lawyers, pass on the information about the trial, including the 
CLE available. Make this an evening of enjoyment with your friends.

YAHRZEITS
They are now a part of us, as we remember them

  Members of Kol HaLev will mark the following yahrzeits during September:

James Stern – brother of Karal Stern
Lillian Schatz – mother of Selma Gwatkin
Ruth Rubel – mother of Nancy Rubel
Alfred Weiss – husband of Eda Weiss
David Lockshine – father of Robin Shell
Leon Plevin – husband of Gloria Plevin
Leon Plevin – father of Mimi Plevin-Foust
Irene Weinberger (Rachel) – mother of Irwin Weinberger
Mildred Rosenberg – mother of Sue Biagianti
Gwen Katz – mother of Barbara Epstein
Elliott Warner (Eleazar Binyamin) – husband of Audrey Warner
Isaac Klein (Yitsach) – cousin of Brenda Goodman
Harry Beckerman – father of Eda Weiss

Kol HaLev members may include the yahrzeit of family in KHL Happenings by submitting the 
name of the deceased, the relationship to the member and the date of death, including the year, 
in either the secular or Jewish calendar to Judy@kolhalev.net.
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Sukkah Building 
Sun., Sept. 30, 2012 / 14 Tishre 5773 

10 a.m. to 12 noon at the Ratner School   

Join the community as we celebrate, break   
   bread and of course sing in our sukkah.   
    Please bring a pot luck dish to  
     share with the community.   
      The dishes should be vegetarian/dairy or   
       parve and SHOULD NOT CONTAIN NUTS.  
        Please bring enough for 8-10 people: 
        A-H – salads/side dishes 
       I-P – dessert or drink  
      Q-Z – main dish 
     In keeping with our goal of becoming a more   
    sustainable community, we encourage  
   members to bring their own reusable plates, 
cups, utensils and napkins to our potluck 

 

Come to the back parking lot 
where you will see us putting 
together the Kol HaLev sukkah 
next to the gym.  Design and 
building is led by Brian Miller.   
We will not be able to do it 
without at least 10 volunteers.  
Please let Robyn know if  you 
will be able to help: 
robyn@kolhalev.net or  
216-320-1498.   

Sukkot Intergenerational Program 
Sunday, September 30, 2012 

5:00 to 7:00 p.m. at the Ratner School 
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The October book group meeting will be Thursday, October 25th, at 7:30 at the home of Deena and 
Dick Epstein. Deena will facilitate our discussion of  When a Crocodile Eats the Sun by Peter God-
win (341 pages, a Kindle edition is available)

From Publishers Weekly: In this exquisitely written, deeply moving account of the death of a father 
played out against the backdrop of the collapse of the southern African nation of Zimbabwe, sea-
soned journalist Godwin has produced a memoir that effortlessly manages to be almost unbear-
ably personal while simultaneously laying bare the cruel regime of longstanding president Robert 
Mugabe. In 1996 when his father suffers a heart attack, Godwin returns to Africa and sparks the cen-
tral revelation of the book—the father is Jewish and has hidden it from Godwin and his siblings. As 
his father’s health deteriorates, so does Zimbabwe. Mugabe, self-proclaimed president for life, insti-
tutes a series of ill-conceived land reforms that throw the white farmers off the land they’ve culti-
vated for generations and consequently throws the country’s economy into free fall. There’s sadness 
throughout—for the death of the father, for the suffering of everyone in Zimbabwe (black and white 
alike) and for the way that human beings invariably treat each other with casual disregard. Godwin’s 
narrative flows seamlessly across the decades, creating a searing portrait of a family and a nation 
collectively coming to terms with death. This is a tour de force of personal journalism and not to be 
missed. (© Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved)

The book for November is Day After Night: A Novel by Anita Diamant.

All KHL members are welcome to attend. For more information about the group, look at our web 
page (http://www.kolhalev.net/book_group) and contact Kevin Weidenbaum (KJW@oberlin.net) to 
be added to the group’s email list. 

  hug hasefer: book dIscussIon group

 
Refuah Shleimah to Sharon Shultz, who is recovering from survery.  

HESED  

CONTRIBUTIONS
Kol HaLev gratefully acknowledges contributions from:

• Rabbi Steve Segar and Andy Getz in honor of the celebration of all the bar and bat mitz-
vah ceremonies within our most recent cohort:  Ilana Solomon, Dani Bieler, Hadas Marcus, 
Julian Barnett, Gabe Sugerman, Will Raddock, Sascha Roberts, Lila Miller, Gilda Wein-
stock and Max Schubert

• Dick and Deena Epstein in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Deena’s father, Joseph 
Mirow

• David and Martha Schubert in honor of Max Schubert’s bar mitzvah and Griffin Berger’s 
naming ceremony

• Anita Cohn in thanks to Leah Gilbert
• Saul and Linda Blumenthal in honor of Eric Kisch’s 75th birthday
• Molly Berger to Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund in honor of Max Schubert’s bar mitzvah and 

Griffin Berger’s baby naming
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BETH INDIANS
After a congregational meeting in June, I announced to a few friends that 
my son Cameron and I would be attending the 3:05 pm mincha (afternoon) 
service at Beth Indians.  They laughed and understood immediately that we 
were headed to Progressive Field for a baseball game!

Of the marquee American team sports, baseball in my mind is the most 
“Jewish.”  There are intriguing parallels between baseball, Judaism and the 
American Jewish experience.  

Active in professional baseball since at least the 1870s, the breakthrough success of Jewish ball 
players like Hank Greenberg and Sandy Koufax from the 1930s through 1960s mirrors the accep-
tance and assimilation of Jews into a society that had subjected us to widespread official and unof-
ficial discrimination.  Both players also wrestled publicly with our familiar “living in two worlds” 
quandary when they had to choose between participating in crucial playoff games and attending 
High Holy Days services.  Today we might find the religious spotlight that shone on Greenberg and 
Koufax uncomfortable, but one could argue their performance on and off the field served to paint 
Jewish America in a positive light and accelerated our assimilation into the larger American society.

Similarly, Jews cheered the integration of African-American players into the modern major leagues 
beginning with Jackie Robinson’s debut with the Brooklyn Dodgers in 1947.  This development 
coincided with our own acceptance and resonated strongly with our sense of--and indeed mandate to 
pursue--social justice.  We took heart as we saw America becoming the inclusive society we hoped it 
could be.

Success in baseball may be described statistically as consistent failure! Ted Williams, while earn-
ing the all-time record for highest batting average in a season, failed to hit safely 59.6% of the time!  
A team that reaches the esteemed 100-win threshold has won less than 62% of its games that year.  
These stats translate into “F’s” in the classroom but Hall of Fame membership and World Series 
titles in baseball.  Success does not come easily in baseball and this, I think, also resonates with 
Jews, for whom our history as a people has also been an uphill struggle.

While all team sports blend individual and collective performance, baseball relies heavily on this 
dichotomy: without players on base, all activity essentially stops while the contest between a soli-
tary pitcher and a solitary batter unfolds.  Similarly, everyone who davens (prays) in the context of a 
Jewish prayer service is simultaneously a vital member of the community and intensely alone.

Baseball as a team sport is unique in that its games are not governed by a clock. Without a clock, 
time seems to expand and slow down, not unlike the way we experience Shabbat.  Attending a ball 
game is in some sense, like Shabbat, to experience a time apart from the ordinary day and week.

In baseball as in a Jewish prayer service, there is a choreography as well as rituals every fan knows: 
when to clap, when to call out, when to rise and to bow in unison.  Baseball even has its own Ami-

CONNECTIONS DAVID CONN

continued on page 17
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dah: the 7th-inning stretch when we stand to sing “Take Me Out to the Ball Game” (which, by the 
way, was long ago translated into Yiddish).

Finally, hope springs eternal in baseball as in Judaism.  At the end of the Passover seder, we ex-
claim, “L’shanah haba’ah b’Yerushalayim,” (“Next year in Jerusalem!”) expressing the hope that we 
will all be celebrating the following year in the holy city.  Similarly, whatever his or her team’s fate, 
the baseball fan always looks forward to spring training and the next season!  Next year in the World 
Series!

How do YOU connect with the Jewish community, our traditions or the Divine? Send YOUR connec-
tions to me at david@estophile.com. for use in future columns!

Connections, continued from page 16

Kol HaLev’s Women’s Group resumes activities with a Sunday Brunch on Nov. 4, followed by a 
Friday Shabbat dinner on Nov. 30.  Mark them on your calendars and stay tuned for futher details.  
Questions? Contact Happy Wallach (HappyHKW@aol.com).

WOMEN’S GROUP: SAVE THE DATES

We’re kvelling about:

Our two National Merit Semifinalists: Maxwell Barnett  at Beachwood High and Isabel Robertson 
at Shaker Heights High.

KVELL CORNER
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 CALENDAR
Sun. Sept. 30 10 a.m.-12 p.m. Sukkah Building at the Ratner School, back parking lot 

near the gym. Design and construction led by Brian Miller.  
Please RSVP to Robin at robyn@kolhalev.net or 216-320-
1498.  We won’t be able to do it without at least 10 volun-
teers! (more on page 13)

5-7 p.m. Intergenerational Sukkot Event and Potluck.  Join the 
community as we celebrate, break bread and sing in our 
sukkah.  Please bring a potluck dish that serves 8-10 people 
to share. Dishes should be vegetarian/dairy or pareve and 
SHOULD NOT CONTAIN NUTS. 
A-H — salads/side dishes
I-P —  dessert or drink
Q-Z — main dish
In keeping with our goal of becoming a more sustainable 
community, we encourage you to bring your own reusable 
plates, cups, utensils and napkins .

Sat., Oct.  1 10:30 a.m. Sukkot Service at Ratner Chapel; Service leader: Rabbi 
Steve; kiddush co-hosted by Rabbis Shawn and Simcha 
Zevit and by Frank and Phyllis Maris

Sat., Oct.  6 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Service and GCC Shabbat preceded by Torah 
Discussion at 9:30 a.m at Ratner Chapel; Hol Hamo’ed; 
Service leader: Rabbi Steve; Discussion leader: Kol HaLev 
member; kiddush co-hosted by Halle and Benjamin Barnett 
in honor of Max’s 18th birthday and by Mike Raddock and 
Christina Antenucci in honor of Kol HaLev. 

10:30 a.m. Hagiga
10:45 a.m. Tot-Parent Shabbat Program for families with children 

in preschool and under in Rooms 113 & 114. The program 
is about a half an hour. Babysitting is available before and 
after Tot Shabbat, also in Rooms 113 & 114.

1:00 p.m. Lunch and Learn program; Karly Whitaker and Richard 
Weinberger will speak of their experiences in GCC through 
the last year.  We will also provide an update on current 
programs and initiatives.

9:30-11:30 p.m. Cosmic Bowling at Roseland Lanes, Bedford
Sun. Oct. 7 TBA GCC program at Olivet Institutional Baptist Church, 

t If you are interested in attending and/or would like more 
information, please send an email to Donna Weinberger at 
drw508@gmail.com. (more info on page 7)

Mon., Oct.  8 6:45 p.m. Simchat Torah at Ratner Chapel; kiddush co-hosted by 
Claudia and Jeff Weissman and by Brian and Jean Miller in 
honor of the yarzheit of Brian’s father, Julius Miller

Tues., Oct. 9 10:30 a.m. Shemini Atzat Service at Ratner Chapel; kiddush hosted by 
Sue Wolpert and Ray Lesser

Fri., Oct. 12 TBA Youth Group Event
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Sat., Oct. 13 10:30 a.m. Lay-Led Shabbat Service preceded by Torah Discussion 
at 9:30 a.m at Ratner Chapel; Bereshit; Service leader: Kol 
HaLev member; kiddush co-hosted by Alan Lipson and 
Judy Harris and by David and Rachel Williams in honor of 
Gwen’s birthday

3:30-5:00 p.m. Torah Study at the home of Sam and Anna Kelman, 2072 
Campus Road, South Euclid, 216-297-9490. We shall 
discuss Midrash on the Torah story of Babel.

Mon., Oct. , 15 7:30 p.m. Board Meeting at the home of Greg Selker, 3275 Belvoir 
Boulevard, Beachwood, 216-491-0014; all Kol HaLev 
members are welcome.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE for the November Issue
Sat.., Oct. 20 

 

10:00 a.m. Shabbat Service and Bar Mitzvah of Caleb Segar at 
Ratner Chapel; Noach; Service leaders: Rabbi Steve and 
Caleb; kiddush hosted by Rabbi Steve Segar and Andy Getz 
in honor of their son Caleb’s bar mitzvah

10:30 a.m. Hagiga
10:45 a.m. Tot-Parent Shabbat Program for families with children 

in preschool and under in Rooms 113 & 114. The program 
is about a half an hour. Babysitting is available before and 
after Tot Shabbat.

Sun., Oct. 21 TBA Youth Group Event
Thur., Oct.  28 7:30 p.m Book Group at the home of Deena and Dick Epstein, 20949 

Colby Road, Shaker Heights, 216-321-9218 (more info on 
page 14)

Fri., Oct.  26 6:00 p.m. Kabbalat Shabbat and Potluck at Ratner Chapel; kiddush 
co-hosted by Dick and Jayne Jones in honor of their 
grandson’s medical school graduation and by Ben Lewis 
and Bellamy Printz in honor of this year’s B’nai Mitzvah 
class, whose service and celebration is tomorrow

Sat., Oct.  27 10:00 a.m Shabbat Service and Adult B’nai Mitzvah at Ratner 
Chapel; Lech Lecha; kiddush co-hosted by B’nai Mitzvah 
honorees David Conn, Nancy Dudwick, Jennifer Finkel, 
Lila Hanft, Amy Hogg, Leah Kamionkowski, Ginny Ndler, 
Susan Pelleg, Gloria Plevin, Mimi Plevin-Foust, and Karly 
Whitaker.  
Kol HaLev members are invited to bring a dessert. If you 
plan to do so, please contact Leah Kamionkowski. 

Sun. Oct. 28 3:00 p.m. Dr. Tamar Kamionkowski’s session, “Eve: An Unauthorized 
Biography”  at Siegal College in Beachwood is free and open to 
the public.

The newsletter calendar is accurate to the best of our knowledge at the time of publication. However, 
dates and venues for KHL events may change. To keep abreast of any changes, read the Weekly Update 
emailed to all members on Thursdays, or check Kol HaLev’s website calendar. 

 CALENDAR
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Kol HaLev, Cleveland’s Jewish 
Reconstructionist Congregation, is an 

egalitarian, participatory spiritual community
Visit our website at http://www.kolhalev.net
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Community.  This digital newsletter can be read onscreen in Adobe Reader or printed out 
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